
AREA FORM NO.

t c-~I 22~]

Acton

ss 578—590 Massachusetts Avenue

toric Name Charles Robinson and

derson Rowell (1850s), C.H. Mead (1880s)

commercial -: Present

Original

~CRIPT ION

chitect

!rior Wall

‘ildings

commercial

1850s

maps/Fletcher/Nylander

Greek Revival

none

Fabric clapboards

none

Major Alterations (with dates) ____________

modernization of storefronts (20th century)

Condition Good

Moved No Date __________________

Acreage less than one acre

Setting At the corner of Massachusetts

Av~nu~and Central street, t1T~.s commercial

mn1~w is a visual reference to 19th

century mercantile life in West Acton.

UN REFERENCE —

USGS QUADRANGLE

SCALE

Recorded by 13. Mylander/Schuler and Johnson

Organization Acton Historical Commission

Date June 1988/ March 1990

I

I

intersection(s). ~ l.A —uc’
Indicate north

I



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the corTinunity.

SEE INVENTORY CONTINUATION FORM

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the( building relates to the development of the coninunity.

SEE INVENTORY CONTINUATION FORM

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Atlases/Maps: 1856; 1871; 1875; 1889
Directories: 1883; 1902
Fletcher, Acton in History Phalen, History of the Town of Acton



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET C~mm~iity: Fo~No:

WSSAQ~USEY~SHI STORICAL C~4~ffSSI~ ACTON ~- z~2~
Of fice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nan~:578—590 Massachusetts

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued be1c~.

/ ~ I TEL~TURAL. n~qr::~.I PTI ON:

c~mpe-xof co~mercia1 at 578 590 Ilassacnusetts ~-veni~e :i
-~ 1. ~—-~-‘-~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~

story store-f ronts.~ Constructed in the Greek R~_viv~1 ~ ±hi=, fhrp~.

~~ee
stL-1-?_onts have exoerienced a numoar 0± chanpes anc~a~oItIons~

side-st of the three qable—front blocks~ is
two wide bays across and five bays dee The qable front has a;n open L.~flC

rakinp cornice, wide fascia board, gable returns and parrow corner boards~
.~ ~ — L. ~ ~ t~-~ r-~r~~

a]. I are n appi led en-f amementswith sI. I o.hi::1 y projecti nc~molded
~ The west facade has a wide fr:Ls:~. board and five ~/6 second story

:~-s_ Th. -~:.‘ —~ ~ -

WI J0WS~nO a. rmodern threepart. w:i ndow~ There :1 a a. recessed entrance m~rfred

by a pial noen:i np at the tack o-f the west -fa:ads~

Across the front of a sari as ~ ~ corn osed n-~ ~c
1~ p1ass

wir c~s.-and recessed entrances ~ om +h~first story and links the
block with the one at i*582~ The two gable front blc!cksat #582 and

efronts and L.. ~ ~ ....f~.. clapboard section
Ii ned with a. da fri ezs.~2 é~/Swindows and one sma:ii multi - pans window up

~ a Fronts have enclosed pediments each comprised
~ :~:-

: --~~ ~-c
and steel enfra med storefront Joins #578. f~ ~ a Cclonia:L

style wood frame-storefront wi ~ qi ass panels~ a recessed sntry~ and
r~i~-~ -E-flf~- .‘

L:a -~ - -~ :_e~e~:
deep on the first floor •and one on the second. Behind

.~ ~- —- rae r ~

on the- second floor and ~o on the f i ~-~t f I oor

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MASSAQ-IUSETrS HISTORICAL C~NISSION

Of fice of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate each item on inventory form whith is being continued bel~.

i~FTT~.AVFM S—IT STIIP rrc~ PFPflR r p~r r flN

Currently linked by a series o-F storefronts, the three buildinqs at
—! has-sachusette ~venue have lndlvlo:uai fllE-torles.. ~oqE~tfler the

a ;—.—...:.‘nL -~ ~e cr”n~ec c~.a.. !r~

Acton from t~-~ISSOs to the present..

590 Massachuse-tts Aven-us: This pabla front block (west end of- trio)
was built circa 1856 (Walling 1856, Fletcher) by Charles Robinson. The
building replaced an earlier (1937) store that was erected by Bradley
St.one.. The first s-tore was moved to the rear of the present t~.ilc;irc~
and later demolished.. Charles Robinson played a maJor role in th.e

e:ca~ -rc — ae-~ ~ ~ r...~ -. -

~ ~- sic i. i-p ro ~c :to~e-~ ~L b ~ .~

res:identI a! and commerc:ial bui dinu (*536 ~ ~ a hal I -for the
Universalist Sod et- i.defrol :i shed and a c:i. der manu-factur-y
(d~-~li shed) ~ :t I ved at :14:544 Massachusetts Avenue (see -form)

Mr.. Robi neon’ a tenure, maps and atlases i den-ti fy the bul ]. di nq a-
owners as N.. E.. and B.. C.. Cu]. tsr (1871 ).. S.. N.. Osqood and E. Cu.t:Ler

~ EL~—-er--F ‘I3
1ci h ~ di~r~te -,

of 19th century stores run, in -turn.. by S:i.dney and Henry Bull Burbeck
and Tennay (both pre 1845) Mr.. Hast.ings~ Na-I son Cc.:’nant ( 1870s) and
Charles H.. Mead ( 1880’ a to a-ar-i 1920’ ~) .. In a :1902 advert i sment
Mr-.. Mead’ a general store is descr:ibed as sal]. ing qrocar:ies, hardware,
boots, shoes and general merchandiSe.. A post office1 run by Mr.. Mead.
~ -r~ - ~ ~ ~~Ii I ~: I -i~ iEP~ B :c. ~F5~ %~

Aye) in 1922, Mr.. Mead ~!.~. ved at 616 Mass.a.chusetts Ave (see fo.rm)

578 and 592 Massachusetts Avenue: The east and centra.l blocks in the
trio ware bui I -t circa. IE-SO Wa.l ii np. 1856) by Henderson Rowe! ]. Mr..
Rowell ran a tin shop in the central block un-ti! his death tin 1860..
f~ ~—zre~e~ ‘se cin~c1

I. 11r3 ~c’~’’ 1~ ri~--~ Ce~ ~— -~ ~ -

and 1970s Wallinc4, i971/Bee~-~~:-,1875.. By 1E:183, the central block
~53: ~ ~ -‘— D~ oren r

1
)j c-..i~ i~ -~O r~-tfl ~ .IrI a up

ca, t’r ~-~‘ -‘ ~.rr ~ r~ ghcu-’ ne EE~ Jrr ~

Houphton owned a meat jrtari.<et located in the basement leve]. below ti-us
tin s-hop.. He operated the mea.t market in the 1880a. and 1890s.. Mr..

~ ad ~L bi -‘--‘... ~ 1 ‘~

~s: ~ :, Lr’~-~a _:4~ F ~‘ —r -.in ~ ~chp ~e~c LP’...

at least the early 1900’s..

In the early 1920’s A... N.. Hederstadt purchased the two. blor k section
tv~ arc ~ t - ~ ~ -~ ..rc~~c ~ o ~. Jl~

1
.l1 ~-~ç-~

exp-ar:ded the numser of stores -from two to fi\’e.. Mr.. He-derstadt ]~ived
at 24~c:~-~t~-a.lStreet (see fcrm)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MASSAa~USETrSHISTORICAL C~4~ffSSI~
Office of the Secretary,Boston

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued bel~.

HISTORIC?L_DESCRIPTION (cont):

Begun with the arrival of the railroad in 1845~ the commercial
development o-f West Acton village was closely associated with the
prosperity of the surrounding apple industry and the growth of local
manufacturing. During the latter hal-f of the 19th century West Acton
industries included a Qrist mill, cider mills, produce marketing, tub
arid pail manufacturing., cigar making, overall manufacturing and other
enterprises. Before the railroad the ‘village’ at the intersection of
Massachusetts Avenue (Harvard Turnpike, 1799), Arlington Street (1735)
and Central Street (1766) was a sparsely. settled outpost known as the
‘west part of town.”

Ca~rnmity: Form No:

ACTON

Property Nazr~:578—590 Massachusetts

Staple to Inventory form at bottom


